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Two main approaches

1) Plan-Guided Text Simplification 
(Cripwell et al., 2023)

2) Retrieval-Augmented Text 
Simplification (Guo et al., 2023; Mathas et al., 2026)
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Plan-Guided Text Simplification

Predict a label for each sentence: 
COPY, REPHRASE, MERGE, SPLIT or 
DELETE

Planning model: RoBERTa-base, 
trained on Cochrane-sections

Plan-guided simplification model: 
Qwen2.5-32B-Instruct
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Retrieval-Augmented Simplification

Given an abstract section that requires 
simplification, retrieve similar sections.

Provide these sections together with 
the corresponding PLS sections to the 
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PLS sentences are split into 
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Best-of-𝑁 method
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Summary

Task 1: Baseline, plan-guided and retrieval-augmented simplification. Task 2 & 3: Zero-shot baselines.

Main conclusion: Retrieval-Augmented Simplification leads to the best section-level SARI scores.
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